The following information was taken from the American Board of Funeral Service
Education (ABFSE) By-Laws Article VII and is intended to serve as a resource for

individuals interested in serving on an ABFSE Committee.

ARTICLE VII
The advisory committees of the ABFSE shall be:
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Scholarship Committee

Curriculum Committee

Accreditation Liaison Committee

Program Committee

By-Laws Committee

National Board Examination Liaison Committee
College and University Council (CUC)

The members of all advisory committees, except the Accreditation Liaison Committee, shall
serve for a term of three (3) years, which shall be staggered in such a way as to provide for
orderly transition. Members shall be eligible for reappointment for only one (1) additional
consecutive three-year term. Members are appointed by the President of the ABFSE with the
approval of the Executive Committee.

The members of each advisory committee shall elect a chair and a vice chair at their spring
meeting, to serve for the ensuing year. The President of the ABFSE shall announce vacancies on
the committees as they occur and will solicit nominations to fill the vacancies from the
appropriate constituencies.

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE

The Scholarship Committee shall consist of a minimum of eight (8) members with
educators comprising the majority of the membership but with a representative from each
member association.

The members of the Scholarship Committee will meet at least two (2) times a year to
review applications and award ABFSE scholarships to students attending ABFSE
accredited programs. On occasion, the Committee may review applications from ABFSE
faculty members seeking advanced degrees as funds are available.

CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

The Curriculum Committee shall consist of a minimum of eight (8) members with
educators comprising the majority of the membership but with a representative from each
member association. Each subject in the ABFSE Curriculum undergoes a review process
every five (5) years.

The Curriculum Committee reviews curriculum outlines and makes edits, corrections and
suggestions for the ABFSE body to review and approve.
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ACCREDITATION LIAISON COMMITTEE

The Accreditation Liaison Committee shall consist of the officers of ABFSE and three
(3) voting representatives of Program Members appointed by the President, who do not
currently serve on the Committee on Accreditation. The appointed members of the
committee shall serve at the discretion of the President for a one (1) year term. At least
one (1) member of the Accreditation Liaison Committee shall represent a single-purpose
institution and one (1) member shall represent a public institution. An appointed member
shall not serve more than two consecutive terms (2 years).

The purpose of the Accreditation Liaison Committee is to foster and enhance
communication between the ABFSE membership, the elected officers, and the members
of the Committee on Accreditation. The Accreditation Liaison Committee members shall
not serve as voting or ex-officio members on the COA and shall not be considered
members of the COA. The Accreditation Liaison Committee shall have no role in
establishing the standards or policies of the COA, nor shall it be involved in the decision-
making of the COA.

The COA shall allow adequate time on meeting agendas to review the recommendations
of the Accreditation Liaison Committee. The Accreditation Liaison Committee shall not
be present during regular COA deliberations.

PROGRAM COMMITTEE

The Program Committee shall consist of a minimum of eight (8) members with educators
comprising the majority of the membership but with a representative from each member
association.

This Committee shall plan programs and workshops for the annual conference and other
professional development opportunities throughout the year.

BY-LAWS COMMITTEE

The Constitution and By-Laws Committee shall consist of a minimum of eight (8)
members with educators comprising the majority of the membership but with a
representative from each member association.

This Committee shall periodically review the Bylaws and respond to requests for review
from the Executive Committee, including review of Notices of Motion.

NATIONAL BOARD LIAISON COMMITTEE

The National Board Liaison Committee shall consist of a minimum of eight (8) members
with educators comprising the majority of the membership but with a representative from
each member association.

This Committee will serve as the communications resource between the ABFSE
membership and the International Conference of Funeral Service Examining Board.

COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY COUNCIL (CUC)

The College and University Council shall serve as the caucus for all Program Members
and shall consist of the representatives from each Program Member, as determined under
Article II.A above, with each Program Member representative having one (1) vote. The
College and University Council shall meet at least at each annual meeting and shall elect
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its own officers. Minutes from the meetings will be included as a portion of the official
minutes of the ABFSE annual meeting.

e The Council shall perform the following assigned responsibilities:

1. Review all notices of motion prior to each annual meeting of the ABFSE and
recommend action to be taken on each.

2. Raise for discussion and recommendation to the ABFSE such issues related to the
policies and procedures of the ABFSE and any of its committees deemed appropriate,
so long as actual ABFSE vote on new policies follows the requirement of at least
thirty (30) days’ notice prior to formal ABFSE action.

3. Establish a Nominating Committee to present a slate of names to the membership at
the ABFSE annual meeting for each officer position that is available. Candidates for
office will be presented by the Nominating Committee of the College and University
Council or they may be nominated from the floor at the annual meeting.
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COMMITTEE ON ACCREDITATION
The Committee on Accreditation (COA) is a separate and individual committee of the ABFSE
with responsibility to select its own members and maintain its own budget.

For COA responsibilities please see ABFSE Accreditation Manual, By Laws Chapter 11, Article
VI: Committee on Accreditation.

ABFSE Committee Structure & Responsibilities
Updated 01/22/2026
3



